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What’s Next 


Further Reading 


For an in-depth treatment of the subject of Indian 
education, it would be advisable to read the docu- 
ment entitled Indian Education Paper - Phase |. All 
band chiefs and councils have copies of this docu- 
ment, as do all regional offices of the department of 
Indian affairs and northern development. 


Published under the authority of the 
Hon. John C. Munro, P.C., M.P., 
Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development, 

Ottawa, 1983. 


QS-5183-000-EE-A1 


Cette publication peut aussi étre obtenue en 
frangais sous le titre: 


L'Education des Indiens - Un choix pour l'avenir 


© Minister of Supply and'Services Ganada 1983 
Cat. No, R32-165/1983E 
ISBN 0-662-12677-7 
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Consultations 


It is important that the department of Indian affairs 
and northern development knows the views of the 
Indian people who are most concerned with the 
education of their children, such as the parents 
themselves, regarding current needs in education. It 
is essential that priorities be established so that the 
most critical needs can be dealt with first. For this 
reason, consultations are being held between repre- 
sentatives of the department and the Indian people. 
Express your views during these consultations so 
that you can help clarify the educational needs of 
your own community and help set priorities for the 
Education Program of the department. 


During consultations, the discussion points may be 
used as a focus. They are by no means exhaustive, 
however, and it should be emphasized that they are 
not meant to limit the scope of consultations, The 
13 guiding principles can also be used as a focus for 
consultative discussions. 
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Thirteen Guiding Principles 


Thirteen guiding principles are presented in the 
Indian Education Paper - Phase I. These serve 

as a guide to the operations of the department's 
Education Program. The entire education review is 


based on these principles as is the general orienta- 


tion proposed by the Education Directorate and 
accepted by departmental management. Because 
these principles are considered to be crucial, they 
are restated and listed here under headings which 


constitute the four main areas studied in the paper. 


Quality of Education 


Indian education strengthens the learner’s cultural 
identity. 

Indian education helps the students develop what 
are considered the basic learning skills such as 
language and number work. 

A basic goal of education for Indians is that each 
student should have the opportunity to achieve to 
the limit of his or her capabilities. 

Indian education contributes to the development of 
the community, helping it to meet its social and 
economic goals. It provides skilled workers for jobs 
in the community and increases its members’ skills 
so that they can increase their chances for 
employment. 

The quality of Indian education is in line with 
Canadian provincial standards, and the department 
is responsible for ensuring this. 

The standards used for the construction and main- 
tenance of Indian schools are based on those used 
in the provinces. 
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Indian Control 


According to the Indian Act, the minister is respon- 
sible for Indian education and must account to 
Parliament for the tax monies invested in education 
and the success rate of the education programs. 
The responsibility for delivering Indian education 
programs is transferred to the education authorities 
of the bands in cases where the bands request the 
transfer, where suitable financial agreements or 
arrangements are reached and where bands have 
had the opportunity to develop the necessary mana- 
gerial skills. 

According to the financial agreements or arrange- 
ments, Indian education authorities must account 
to the minister for all public monies provided. 
Indian education authorities represent the parents 
in their communities and are responsible to them 
for setting the educational policies, planning and 
Carrying out the education programs and ensuring 
the quality of education. 

The department supports a more authoritative role 
for the Indian community in provincial education 
systems and greater interaction of Indian and 
provincial education authorities. 


Education Management Framework 


12 The Indian education system is comprehensive. 
Services are delivered by a variety of Indian and 
other education authorities. 


Funding 


13 Levels of funding and methods used to determine 
funding for Indian education can be compared to 
those used in the provinces with costs added in to 
allow for the differences of the administration, the 
design and the provision of educational programs 

for Indians. 
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scussion Points 


The following list of discussion points can be used 
in consultations between the Indian people and 
fepresentatives of the department of Indian affairs 
and northern development. They are listed under 
the general problem area to which they relate. 


Quality of Indian Education 


Cultural education has a vital role in programs for 
Indian students. 

Parents are aware enough as to whether or not 
their children are receiving a good education. 
Student learning should be measured regularly to 
ensure that Indian education is moving towards the 
goals which have been set. 

The teacher is one of the more important factors in 
quality education. 

Parents have a role to play in their children’s 
school education. 

Changes in current curriculum ought to be made to 
improve the quality of Indian education. 

Support services should be redesigned according to 
current needs of Indian students. 
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Local Control of Indian Education 


It is necessary for each band to come to terms with 
what “control of education’ means. 

What is needed is for Indian people to exert more 
influence on provincial education authorities. 

The extent to which curriculum can be determined 
by the school staff should be established. 
Clarification should be made regarding require- 
ments a band should meet in order to take over its 
education system. 

The role and responsibilities of Indian education 
authorities and the department of Indian affairs and 
northern development in all educational programs 
should be clearly spelled out, even if that requires a 
change to federal legislation. 

It is necessary for the minister to state those 
responsibilities he has which cannot be delegated 
to an Indian education authority. 


Education Management Framework 


Greater coordination of the band, federal and 
provincial school systems should be implemented. 
The federal and band systems should be complete 
in themselves in that they provide all necessary 
educational services. 


Funding 
The funding pattern of Indian education should be 


closely related to the neighbouring provincial 
jurisdiction. 


